THE DONATIST SCHISM            255
During the short usurpation of Gildo this pandemonium was at its height. At the beginning of 398, however, Gildo was defeated by the imperial forces, and the Church would have been more than human if it had not retaliated. Before the end of the year Honorius reaffirmed the decree of Theodosius, and awarded the penalty of death to all who violated the churches or assaulted the clergy of the Orthodox party. But we have now arrived at the date of Augustine's struggle with the schism, and must review its further progress in the light of his actions.
Augustine was well acquainted with ' the fury of their drunken Circumcellions' from the beginning of his episcopate. When he came to Hippo he found that the Donatist baker would not bake for the Caecilianists. He found his people often violently forced into the Donatist communion, and his clergy assaulted. He himself only escaped an ambush they set for him on one occasion by providentially losing his way. Yet it need hardly be said that his attitude was at first one of gentleness and forbearance. We have to follow his development step by step until he became what Barbeyrac has called * the patriarch of Christian persecutors.'' asses, put rush tunics on priests and daub them with mud, burn and plunder houses, destroy debtors' tablets, and commit a thousand outrages.                                                  •ver cups and a quantity of vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
